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to die childless because she has a father? There
is no need for her even to leave the compound.
There is room for Babun to make himself a house
here."
Babun eagerly seized upon this suggestion. He
assured Silindu that he had no intention of taking
Punchi Menika out of the compound. Punchi
Menika, still crouching at his feet, told her father
that she would never leave him.
It was eventually arranged that for the present
Babun should live in the house while he put up
another house for himself and Punchi Menika,
Silindu took no p&rt in the discussion. After
Karlinahami intervened, he became silent: there
was nothing for him to do or to say which could
help him: it was only one more of the evils which
inevitably came upon him. The talk died down:
the others went into the house to prepare the eve-
ning meal. He sat on under the mustard-tree, star-
ing at the outline of the trees against the starlit
sky. The silence of the jungle settled down upon
the compound. Punchi Menika brought him his
food. She tried to comfort him, to get him to come
into the house, but for once she could not rouse
him. He sat in the compound through the night,
staring into the darkness, and muttering from time
to time, "Aiyo, the house is emntv!"